Chapter 2: finding a sponsor and a husband
Ruth Gleans in Boaz’s Field
Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain after one in whose sight I may find favour.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So she departed and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers; and [she happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 4 Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to the reapers, “May the LORD be with you.” And they said to him, “May the LORD bless you.” 5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?” 6 The servant in charge of the reapers replied, “She is the young Moabite woman who returned with Naomi from the land of Moab. 7 And she said, ‘Please let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves.’ Thus she came and has remained from the morning until now; she has been sitting in the house for a little while.”
8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen carefully, my daughter. Do not go to glean in another field; furthermore, do not go on from this one, but stay here with my maids. 9 Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them. Indeed, I have commanded the servants not to touch you. When you are thirsty, go to the water jars and drink from what the servants draw.” 10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground and said to him, “Why have I found favour in your sight that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?” 11 Boaz replied to her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law after the death of your husband has been fully reported to me, and how you left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and came to a people that you did not previously know. 12 May the LORD reward your work, and your wages be full from the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.” 13 Then she said, “I have found favour in your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me and indeed have spoken kindly to your maidservant, though I am not like one of your maidservants.”
14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here, that you may eat of the bread and dip your piece of bread in the vinegar.” So she sat beside the reapers; and he served her roasted grain, and she ate and was satisfied and had some left. 15 When she rose to glean, Boaz commanded his servants, saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not insult her. 16 Also you shall purposely pull out for her some grain from the bundles and leave it that she may glean, and do not rebuke her.”
17 So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah of barley. 18 She took it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. She also took it out and gave Naomi what she had left after she was satisfied. 19 Her mother-in-law then said to her, “Where did you glean today and where did you work? May he who took notice of you be blessed.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, “The name of the man with whom I worked today is Boaz.” 20 Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed of the LORD who has not withdrawn his kindness to the living and to the dead.” Again Naomi said to her, “The man is our relative, he is one of our closest relatives.” 21 Then Ruth the Moabitess said, “Furthermore, he said to me, ‘You should stay close to my servants until they have finished all my harvest.’” 22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his maids, so that others do not fall upon you in another field.” 23 So she stayed close by the maids of Boaz in order to glean until the end of the barley harvest and the wheat harvest. And she lived with her mother-in-law.
_________________________________________________________________________
A. Outcomes from the Bible Study on 10.6.20
a. The predicament of being an exile is outside our personal experience, but despite this we encounter exiles and the circumstances of exile in modern Britain. We are therefore in a position to imagine how Naomi and her family were looked upon (a) in Moab, and (b) in Bethlehem. 
b. The acceptance by Ruth of everything that might befall Naomi in her future in Israel was a turning point of faith. It is her faith that secures the future, to a much greater extent than might seem probable.
c. The story of Ruth is not particularly about God’s general goodwill to all nations, but about how he recruits outsiders to his team. As Christians, we belong in the same category. 
B. Points to consider in advance of the meeting on 17.6.20
1. We have to be very careful about not filtering the reading through what are now social norms, but may not have been when the Book of Ruth was written. 
2. In what order does the relationship with Boaz develop? Does kinship lead to kindness, or the reverse? Boaz only knew that Ruth was a Moabite girl (2:6). And in 2:21, Naomi realises that Boaz is a relation after his display of kindness, not before. 
3. Redemption is the work of God; this is certainly one of the main points of the Gospels. Is the practical part played in the process by people something which we as humans can understand, until hindsight reveals it? Abraham had his future explained to him by the three visitors, and Mary by Gabriel, but do lesser characters (including Ruth Naomi and even ourselves) just muddle through until suddenly we understand what it all meant? 
4. Boaz spreads his cloak over them both later on (3:9), but  do you detect a sense that from an early stage they both exist under God’s protecting wings, or the ‘everlasting arms’ (Deuteronomy 33:27):
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What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
Refrain:
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk, In this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
Refrain


What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
		Refrain
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